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- A Teſtimony of LOV E, in tender Advice and Counſel, to of 
Toung Men, and others, who profeſs th: 7 ruth. 


Dear Friends ; 
| E whom God hath raifed in the Morning of his Day, 


V \/ to be a kind of firſt Fruits unto himſeif, do-in a 
living ſenſe of the Truth, and ina true reſpect tothe 


Proſperity and Glory of it, tenderly adviſe _ men, and others, 
who are of late Convincement, that'you ufe all dilſgence and circum. 
ſpection in your ſeveral places and callings (in Converſation and 
Practice) to anſwer that holy Principle which in words you do pro- 
feſs, and eſpecially to beware of a falſe' Liberty, which ſome take to 
themſelves, that Truth allows not of, particularly that of Faſhioning 
accordipg to the courſe and euſtom ef this World, which creates a great 
offence unto many, who are apt to conclude there is no ſtability 
amongſt uz, more than in other Profeflioas, when they ſte how ſe- 
veral conform to, and let in Superflaity, Curioſity and Coftlineſs in 
Habit and Apparel, which evidently belpeaks the vanity of ſuch 
Minds, and become not men really profeſling Godlineſs, Whoſe 
adorning is, and always was inward, in the hidden man, in the heart ; 
and bletſed be God, many are ſettled down into the ſenſe of it, nor 
Leing ſubjeCt to alter or change, but daily denying themſelves, take 
upthe Crols to all outward and periiuing things, and being ſtedfaſtin 
the Faith, become examples of Righteouſnels, . Gravity & Sincerity 
untoothers, ſome of whom through Careleſneſs and. Negligence, 
have cooled their AfﬀeCtions and Loveto the Truth, whereby they 
become weak, and grow into 2 feeble ſtate, ſometimes put on Gay 
Clothing, with Sumpruous and Coſtly Array, fuch as many of vs for 
Truth's ſake have deny*d and put off; which, as.it is a Stumbling- 
block to thoſe that are without, to an Exercite and Grief tous, who 
are concern'd for the Lord, whote Power and Spirit hatti mightily 
wrought in us, to ſubdue and bringuncer the carnal Mind, with its 
Aﬀettions and Luſts ; which in the weighty and ſerious Life we ex- 
hort you to watch againft, and ſuffer not that which is unſavoury 


and corrupt to arife, nor glve place to It, but by the Spirit reſiſt 
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eyery Appearance of Evil, and dwe!! in the ſeaſoning Power, that-- 
ye may be as the Salt of the Earth, and Lights te the World, that they , 
ſeeing your good Works, and orderly Dads, may glorifie your Fa- 
ther who is in Heaven. | _— T1 

And Frzends, our further. advice-and counſel to you is, that you 
keepinward with the Lgrd, and out of the Hurries and Buſles that 
are in the World, which we ought not to be concerned in, who are 
ſeeking fora heavenly Kingdom, and Immortality and Glory, far, 
tranſcending the Splendor and Luſtre of this World, which Chriſt 
faid, his Kingdom was not of, but, conſiſts jn Righteouſneſs 'and 
Peace, \in which peaceable Spirit of Righteouſneſs, we defirt all may _ 
be found, and not ts be buſied in matters relating to outward Go- 
vernment and Rule, which belongs not to us, but are for ſuch on 
whom it pleaſeth God them to-beſtow 3 wherefore we caution all to 
be careful that no real occaſion be giyen, by Words or. Actions, for 
any to be eſteemed as, Ruſie- Bodies on, that account, but be ye fervent - 
with the Lord, and ſtrong in the Power of his Might, as good Soul- 
diers of Chriſt, toendure Hardſhips ; ſuffer, not as evil-doers; but - 
for the Teſtimony of Faith and a good Conſcience towards God, and * 
the Crown Immortal you ſhall receive, which is laid up, not only 
for us, who are at preſent tribulated and afflifted for Righteouſneſ; 
fake, but for all them that loye the” Appearance of our Lord Jeſu, 
Chriſt, : 

So, to the Word of his Grace we commend you all for further 
Counſel and DireCtion, and with the tender Salutation of our Love. 
reft, | . 


Your Friends and Bretbren in the precious Trath, + 


William Ingram, 
Devonſhire- Houſe ———— William Crouch, | 
the Sth of the 5th Moneth, 1685. 5 Richard Whitpane, 
Gilbert Mace. 
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A tender and Chriſtian Teftimony to Toung People, and others, 


whom it may concern in this preſent Day. 


Friends ; 

7 E- havinga weight on our Spirits, and Godly care on 
our Minds, and a holy Jealouſie, in reſpect to the 
| Honour and Proſperity of the ble!Jed Truth you and 
we walk under the Profeflion of, find a. neceſſity thus to remind you, 
and to ſtir vp one another to cur. Exerciſe in the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, 
which firſt convinced us of Sin and Evil,, ſhewing, us, that to be the 
Way andthe Truth, that leads out of all Defilements,. both of Fleſh 
and Spirit, into the Lite of Holineſs and Rightcouſnels, in the whole. 
courſe of our Converiation, 1{9 that to the World 2ad all that are 
without, our, Lives. ray,ſpeak, that the Grace thet hath;appzared to. 
al, ;we have recczyed ; for by the effeCtual work of. it,: wedeny all 
ngodlinels gnd Wordly Luſts, The Luft of the Eye, the Luſt of the, 
Fleſh, and the Pride of - Lsfe, which are of the evil One. And by this. 
that firſt convinced vs, this Principle'of Light ard Spirit of Grace, 
we are led to live godty, ſoberly and righteouſly in thispreſent evil World, 

in which the Temptations are. x 
Now Friends, we Iooking back to the Purity we beield in the; 
firſt breaking forth of the Light of Chriſt among us, ”tis not leſs 
beautiful in ir ſelf , but more to us thraugh the' clearer Ninings of ir. 
in the Myſtery of the Croſs. of Chriſt Jeſus, which is Foolilbneſs to 
the World, but te us that believe in.it, the Power of God for Sal- 
yation, out of the pollutions of the World, that.enters through the 
Luſting Eye, or Fleſh, or Pride of Life, which our fervent Breathings . 
are to God, that we may be preſerved from turning back intoagain, 
looking to our firſt ſteps in Truth's way ; Oh ! the ſtrength we 
were one to another, through our Unity, each watching for. the 
others good, as well as our own, fearing to draw one another from 
the ſtay of our. Minds, did not forget the bridle to the. Tongue, 
through unprofitable talking, whiſpering, or evil ſpeaking one of ' 
another behind the back;bur if any thing did lie upon one,to inform, 
exhort and reprove one another, that we did in a holy _=_ ( as 
ecameg 
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*Secame them'that walked in the Light) to the particulars facec 
- Concerned, 

Moreover, conſider the Comlineſs of that Plainneſs, that at the 
+ firſt the Truth led us to, by which we were diſtinguiſhed from other 
Profeffors and People of the World, who if we were then reproached 
for it,it was for Truth's ſake,which the upright minded roGod yalu'd 
-above all the yain Glory of the World. And with ſuch do you con- 
ſider, that wear the gay-clothing, which ſpeaks not the weight and 
gravity of Truth,'-the coſtly array, and fo much conform to the 
' Fa(hions of the World, yet walk under the Profeſſion of Truth with 
us; In the fear and love of God we beſeechyou, as Children, Retire 
tothe Light of Chriſt in you, and there feel our burden for you, and 
the reproach and diſhonour of the precious Trath by you, whilſt the 
world faith, The-Quakers are now likews,they want only Lace & Ribbands. 
*Qurend is not to upbraid any, but to remind you how our religions 
Profeſſion is upbraided; for with the Light you will ſee, there may 
be, and is Svperfluity in Habit, although no Lace and Ribbands ; 
. neither would we have you provoked, but'to-the Love of the Light 
of Chriſt in you, becaulethey rh.at love the Light; bring rheir deeds to be 
manifeſted by the Light, and recyyuve the Reproofs and Inſtuftions of it, 
for they are the way to Life. Now this we do enjoyn upon you, and 
. are ſeeking for you, even that the holy Principle of Truth may take 
place in you, ſoas to ſeaſon you in all good Manners of Life and 
Converſation, as thoſe that profeſs Godlinels. 

"Remember what the Apoſtle faith in 1 Tim. Let the Women adorn 
-theniſelves.in Modeft Apparel, and with Sobriety, and not with broidered 
. Hair, Gola, or coſtly Array. And in Peter, read, how thegodly Wo- 

mens adorning was to be inward, rot in putting on Apparel,&c. Now 

having known a Mortification through the Crofs of Chriſt, and in 
this,as well az other things,deny/d our ſelves,& put off theſe things we 
had liberty in before we profeſſed the Truth, to ſuch its now ſtrange 
to ſee what ſome put on,ſo much more coftly, & far exceeding what- 
ever they wore, before they came to profeſs the Truth ; and indeed 
unſuitable to. Truth's Gravity, and Chriſtian *Society, as if that 
which crucifies. to the World, and leads to Szlf-dental, were for- 
gotten. The Lord help to ſtop theſe things that hinders the work. 
of God, and ſtops that holy progreſs in the Life of Truth. 
Furthermore, we cannot but remind here amongſt us, Toung People 


"thathave little in the World, yet deck themſelves,as if they had great 
matters, 
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matters, and thereby PS, out the Mind one after another, into 
high expectations; inthis Circumſtance there is oft times a Falacy 
and Deceit,and the end of it proves of a bad effet,by diſappointment ; 
but atbeſt, this beſpeaks not the Modelty, Sincerity or Weight of 
Truth. Now, pray Friends, bear with us; foritis the Truth of 
God, which is moſt precious, both in Faithand Life, which is our 
concern herein, and that the Croſs of Chrilit, in which the ſum of 
Chriſtianity conſiſts, may not be made void, and onr holy Profellion 
may not be ſcandalized by- things: unbecoming Truth and us; in 
which a falſe Liberty is. creeping up, tothe hurt and hindrance of 
Truth's Proſperity ; but ir: the Light all is diſcerned, and ſtrength 
miniftred to withſtand; Therefore our Teſtimony is to Elder and 
Younger, that in all things we all may keep to the Touch-Rtone, and - 
Guidance of the holy Principle that firſt convinced us. And.you, 
the Townger Friends, be not as thoſethat are grown bzyoud Reproof, 
but eſteem of them that are before you in the Truth, as the Elder 
Womenthat are in our Duty, which 1s, To teach the Tounger in all good 
things, andalſo toreprove and- admonilh concerning evil chings, and 
the Elderand Yonger may walk in Truth in all things harmleſs and 
blameleſs. Let us all mind that which keeps in humility, fear and 
godly ſincerity ; and thoſe that are Mothers of Children, in all holy 
circumſpection to watch--oyer them, . that the Vanity of the Mind 
may not be encouraged, but curbed, and kept down. And thoſe 
Servants that prefeſs the Truth, which will not beſubjeRt intheir 
places in theſe things that are wholſom, hone(t and juſt, but take 
liberty as they will, being ſtubborn and perverſe, not anſwering the 
bleſſed Principle of Truth, ſo becoming a ſtumbling to them with-- - 
out, an ill example to our Children and Families within, a fore diſ- 
order, and grievous burden that many bears by them ; * but ſuch Ser- 
vants we exhortto fear the Lord, and take heed how they perſiſtin - 
going contrary to the holy Truth they profeſs, but turn into the | 
meaſure of God's Spirit of Grace, and with the Light of Chriſt ex- 
amine their own Spirits and manners of Life, and with a ſubje& 
mind read what the Apoflle teacheth Servants in their places, as well + 
as Maſtersand Miſtriſſesz Col. 3. 22. Servants, obey in all things your 
Maſters, according to the Fleſh, not with Eye- Service, and ſo on to the . 
end of that Chapter, Ephe/. 6. 5,6, 7. alſoread Tir. 2.9, 10. 1 Pet. 
2. 18. & 1 Tim. 6. 1,2. Let as many Servants 44 are under the Toke, 
count their Maſters worthy of all honour, that the Name of God, Poo bis - 
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PuF- ine be not Waſphemed: We pray God, that Servants with-meek- 
neſs and fear, would lay to'heart what the Spirit of God- fpeaks in. 
themſelves, as alſo what the Spirit hath ſpoke through the Apoltle,: 
tothe Servants ſtate, that, ſo the Truth they might do, as well as 
know and profeſs, and then they will be ſenſible that our Exereiſe 
is for the Proſperity of Truth in all. And Maſters, doyye the ſame 
things as the Apoſtle ſaith, Col. 4. 1. Give unto your Servants that: 
which is equal. andjuſt. And Miſtreſſes of Families tobe Examples to 
your Servants in the. fear of the Lord, in Humility and Chriſtian 
Gentlenels, that as in our ſeveral Stations weare called, and gathered 
into the- harmony of Tfuth, that ſo all may grow up, and proſper 
therein, that ſo-we may be a good ſavour to-God in our day, and ta 
the Generation that ſha!) ſucceed us in the Truth and Service of the 
-Eord,. which he daily confirms us in, through his heavenly Preſence 
With us;, his Name;be honoured, the Witneſs in all hearts anfrered, 
we through his Word of Life confirmed and ſtrengthened: to every 
good Work, for which let us always wait on the Lord, to- whoſe 
Spirit of Grace we-commit the whole Flock and Family of God, for 
./Inftryu&tion and Preſervation unto the end, Amer. | | 
From our Women;- Meeting atthe Bull and Mouth, -tht 8th of the 4th 
p Month, 16 8 Jo ; s# C.» 
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+; Mary Elſon, © Suſanuah Dew, 
4... .JaneBlard,:: , | Elizabeth Camhield, 
-.__- - = Hannah Taylor, _ - Grace Bathurſt, 
+” — Anne Whitehead, | Mary Plumſtead, 
Margaret Meakins, | Ruth' Crouch, 
- Sarah Milnar, | - Martha Fiiher, 
Lucreſie Cook, * | Bridget Ford, 
_ Elizabeth Fuller, ' Sibel Adfon, £ 
Agnes Poole, . .Conſtanr Atridge, 


Varabel Farnsbury, | Mary Ellis. 
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